Regional intravenous guanethidine blocks in algodystrophy.
Five-hundred-thirteen regional intravenous guanethidine blocks were carried out in 125 cases of algodystrophy (118 adults), after failure of other treatments in 120 cases (Group I) and without previous treatments in 5 (Group II). A positive result occurred in 85 cases of Group I (71%) and in the 5 cases of Group II, after 4.5 +/- 1.7 blocks. In Group I the results did not differ significantly between upper (33 cases) and lower (87 cases) limb or in regard to sex, age, duration of disease, nature of previous treatments. The presence of psychic disorders was accompanied by less frequent (p less than 0.02) positive results. The tolerance was satisfactory in 85.6% of cases: 22 moderate side effects authorized a continuation of the blocks, 22 serious ones indicated interruption, especially one case of thrombophlebitis and another one of very transitory acute ischaemia. The risk of intolerance was significantly raised (p less than 0.02) by age. The regional guanethidine blocks seemed to be a good treatment for algodystrophy after failure of other treatments.